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(aka Blogging) 
 
One of the most frequent ways English language arts teachers engage students in media practices 
in the classroom is through blogging. Because having students blog is so integral to the high 
school classroom, part of participating in this course will be to blog on the course Wordpress site. 
This semester we will do two different types of blogging.  
 
For the first half of the semester you will each be assigned to be the course’s “Featured Blogger.” 
During the week you are a Featured Blogger you will find a topic relevant to teaching high school 
English language arts. It could be about teaching media, it could also be about another aspect of 
teaching (reading, literature, writing, Common Core, testing, etc). Using the post I put up as a 
mentor text, you will create your own blog post about your topic. The rest of you will respond to 
the blog, using the suggestions for good blog comments that Mrs. Yollis’ class designed (you can 
find this on the Wordpress site).  
 
For the second half of the semester you will be divided into two groups. Each group will be 
designing a website for one of the assigned young adult novels. During the course of designing 
your website, you will use the blog to communicate with one another, post when you have 
completed sections, when you have questions, when you have drafts, etc. You will get more 
information about this blogging assignment when we start to discuss the websites. 
 
Featured Blogger 
You will each take a turn being the course’s Featured Blogger. There are many people who blog 
and blog daily, yet, not all blogs are equal. We want our blog to be one you can be proud of, so 
you should follow some of the suggestions for writing good blog posts. 
 

1. Know your audience 
2. Write about something that matters to you 
3. Have a story 
4. Inform, inspire and interact with your readers 
5. Set aside time to write 
6. Brainstorm, draft and edit before publishing 
7. Ask your readers questions 
8. Experiment with writing styles 
9. Use headings and images 
10. Make sure your facts are correct and you cite your sources 

 
There are other suggestions for good blogging, but let’s start with these. If you’re really worried 
about your blog post, spend some time reading other blogs and getting an idea of what’s out 
there.   
 
When it is your week to blog, you must post by Saturday evening, to give others time to complete 
their blogging tasks.  
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Those of you responding should do so by Tuesday evening. Make sure when you respond that 
you read all previous comments and incorporate those into your responses as well. 
 

Blogging Calendar 
 
 

Featured Blogger Date to Blog By Date to Respond By 

Dr. Buchanan  Saturday September 6 Tuesday September 9 

 Saturday September 13 Tuesday September 16 

 Saturday September 20 Tuesday September 23 

 Saturday September 27 Tuesday September 30 

 Saturday October 4 Tuesday October 7 

 Saturday October 11 Tuesday October 14 

 Saturday October 18 Tuesday October 21 

 Saturday October 25 Tuesday October 28 

 
 


