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NOVEL WEBSITE PROJECT 
 

As a group, you will create a website that includes sections with the following: 
 

1. Introductory Page: Here you should address the grade levels you feel the novel and 
assignments are appropriate for, the goals you have in teaching the novel, and the 
Common Core Standards you feel the novel unit addresses.  
 

2. History: This section should include author history, book history, a timeline, and author 
talks. Include anything you feel is important for a better understanding of the history of 
the text. 

 
3. Connections: This section should include connections to other books and media as well as 

3-5 links to additional helpful Internet connections. 
 

4. Discussion Questions: Create a minimum of 4 sets of questions. The questions can be 
attached to any chapter or section of the book, or across chapters or sections. In designing 
questions, I want you to think about questions that address specific stages of teaching 
literature or approaches to creating questions. 

1. Pre-reading Questions: What questions will you ask prior to reading the novel? 
(5 or more questions) 
2. A set of Reader Response inspired questions. (10 or more questions) 
3. A set of Interpretive Community questions. (10 or more questions) 
4. A set of Critical Synthesis questions. (Cover at least 8 critical theories) 

In addition, describe three activities you will use to engage students in creating their own 
questions. 
 
You need to include both the questions as well as an Instructor Guide with answers to 
questions, when appropriate. 

 
5. Character Sketches: Create information and questions for each of the major characters in 

the novel as well as minor characters you feel are important to the larger story. Think 
about using one or more of the examples discussed in Bridging English when designing 
character sketches.  
 

6. Vocabulary: Make vocabulary lists of words you feel students will learn from reading the 
text. Make sure you list vocabulary in context (as well as page numbers for locating 
vocabulary) to allow students to engage in it in authentic ways. 

 
7. Final Book Study Projects: You need to design a minimum of two book study final 

projects per group member (so you need at least 6 or 8 projects). You need to give each 
project a title (for example, Obituaries) and a two to three sentence description (for 
example, Write an obituary for each major character in the novel. If the character dies 
within the novel, be sure to make the obituary true to the character’s death in the novel. 
If the character doesn’t die in the novel, create a realistic obituary based on what you 
know about the character. Using the obituaries design an obituary page for a local 
paper.). 
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8. Final Project Assessment: Choose one project per group member and create a final rubric 

or scoring guide to evaluate student work.  
 

9. Links: Here you will link to a Book Talk, Passage Readings, Book Synopsis, and Book 
Trailer. Each member of the group will create at least one video, which will be linked on 
this section. Each video (with the exception of the Book Trailer) should be at least 3 
minutes long. For suggestions for each video, see links on the course Wordpress site. 

 
10. Soundtrack: Your novels are full of music and music plays a large role in both novels’ 

plots and action. You are to create at least one soundtrack for your novel. Think about 
theme, character, and tone when you create your soundtracks. You should give some 
background for your choice of songs and artists. You do not need to link to your 
soundtrack, but if you choose to you can. 

 
You should have a minimum of 4 handouts connected to various sections. It is up to your group 
to decide which sections will contain handouts. Make sure handouts are appropriate for the 
grade level and unit goals. 
 
You should complete reading your young adult novels by Wednesday October 29. You should 
start discussing your book, research on your book, and your plans for this project on the course 
Wordpress site the week of November 5. Each group member must have, at minimum, two posts 
to your group page and two responses to peers’ posts between November 5 and December 10. 
Please note, for your group to effectively communicate on Wordpress, this needs to be much 
more active than two posts each. In addition, the posts need to be spread out across the 
assignment timeline. Your group should be able to do the majority of communicating online. 
Talk about sources you have found, divide tasks, and keep each other on-task. I should know 
who contributed each element of your website by reading your group blog posts and discussions.  
 
Website shells must be created by Wednesday November 12. Links should be placed in the Novel 
Study Projects category by class time on November 12. 
 
Final websites must be completed by noon on Monday December 15. 
 
In addition to group websites, each member must complete a rationale for teaching the novel. 
You rationale should be two to three pages in length and address using the novel in a unit of your 
choice. The book rationale is due in class on Wednesday December 10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


