
Dr. Buchanan ENG 499: Teaching New Media Dr. Buchanan 

Lesson Plan Critiques 
 

Before you design lessons, you will read and critique two lessons from Christel and 
Sullivan’s “Lesson Plans for Developing Digital Literacies.” You will find the collection of 
lessons on the course Wordpress site. You are to read all the lessons, but for each week 
you will critique the one lesson assigned to you. In addition to turning in a typed 
narrative critique, you will also discuss your lesson during the class period. You will 
highlight aspects of your lesson plan you found most effective and lease effective. Each 
person will talk about his/her lesson plan during the class period. Below are specific 
instructions for the narrative you will complete.  
 
You will write an analysis and critique of the lesson plan assigned to you. Your paper 
should be a minimum of 650 words. Spend, at most, a paragraph summarizing the 
lesson. Make sure in your summary you address the focus, objectives, and summary of 
activities and assessments. Spend the rest of your paper analyzing and critiquing the 
lesson. Here are some things to think about when writing about the lesson: 
 Whether or not the lesson is student-centered (Does it engage and/or motivate 
students?) 
 The clarity and justifiability of the rationale 
 What grade-level is the content appropriate for? 
 How guided are the activities? What assistance will they provide for students? 
 How clear, manageable, and related to the objectives are activities and 
assignments? 
 Does the lesson have a clear beginning (anticipatory set), middle, and end that 
leave students with a sense of closure and accomplishment? 
 Does the closure synthesis the content of the lesson? 
 Does the assessment(s) reinforce learning? 
 What materials and supplies are needed to complete the lesson? Is it realistic to 
assume you will have access to the materials addressed? How do materials contribute to 
the lesson? 
 Do the evaluative criteria suggested provide observable data to determine how 
well the teacher accomplished the objective(s)? How well does it align with objectives and 
activities? 
 Does the lesson seem doable in the timeframe provided? 

What aspects of the lesson are most effective? 
How effective you think the rationale and objectives are? 
Does the lesson would work well with the connections and adaptions discussed? 
What are the strengths and weaknesses of the lesson plan?   
Are there changes you would make if you presented it to your class? 

 
You do not need to answer all these questions, but you should be addressing all aspects of 
the lesson plan as well as the majority of these questions in your narrative.  
 
A strong critique will give specific examples from the text to support your analysis and 
critique and also address the companion website and supplementary materials. 
 
First Set of Lessons: September 10 
Second Set of Lesson: September 24 


