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English 499: Teaching New Media in Secondary Schools 
http://teachingnewmedia.wordpress.com 

Fall 2014 
Wed. 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Simpkins 020 
Twitter Hashtag: #ENG499F14 

 
This course is designed to prepare students for incorporating new media in middle and secondary school 

English Language Arts classrooms.  
Prerequisite: ENG 384 and ENG 466.	  

 
 
Dr. Rebekah Buchanan                  Email: rj-buchanan@wiu.edu 
Office: SI 226 B       Office Phone: (309) 298-1514 
Office Hours: T 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.; Wed 3:00-5:00 p.m.; Th 11:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
             Th 11:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. (Morgan 413) 
 
 
NCTE STANDARDS	  
Standard II: Content Knowledge	  
Standard:	  
Candidates demonstrate knowledge of English language arts subject matter content that specifically 
includes language and writing as well as knowledge of adolescents as language users. 
Element:	  
#1: Candidates can compose a range of formal and informal texts taking into consideration the 
interrelationship among form, audience, content, and purpose; candidates understand that writing is a 
recursive process; candidates can use contemporary technologies and/or digital media to compose 
multimodal discourse. 
#3: Candidates are knowledgeable about how adolescents compose texts and make meaning through 
interactions with media environments. 
	  
Standard III: Content Pedagogy: Planning Literature and Reading Instruction in ELA  
Standard: Candidates plan instruction and design assessments for reading and the study of literature to 
promote learning for all students. 
Element: 
#1:Candidates use their knowledge of theory, research, and practice in ELA to plan standards-based, 
coherent and relevant learning experiences utilizing a range of different texts—across genres, periods, 
forms, authors, cultures, and various forms of media—and instructional strategies that are motivating and 
accessible to all students, including English language learners, students with special needs, students from 
diverse language and learning backgrounds, those designated as high achieving, and those at risk of failure. 
 
Standard IV: Content Pedagogy: Planning Writing and Composition Instruction in ELA  
Standard:  
Candidates plan instruction and design assessments for composing texts (i.e., oral, written, and visual) to 
promote learning for all students. 
Element: 
#1: Candidates use their knowledge of theory, research, and practice in ELA to plan standards-base 
coherent and relevant composing experiences that utilize individual and collaborative approaches and 
contemporary technologies and reflect an understanding of writing processes and strategies in different 
genres for a variety of purposes and audiences. 
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Standard V: Learners and Learning: Implementing English Language Arts Instruction  
Standard:  
Candidates plan, implement, assess, and reflect on research-based instruction that increases motivation 
and active student engagement, builds sustained learning of English language arts, and responds to diverse 
students’ context-based needs. 
Element: 
#4: Candidates select, create, and use a variety of instructional strategies and teaching resources, 
including contemporary technologies and digital media, consistent with what is currently known about 
students learning in ELA. 
 
IPTS (Illinois Professional Teaching Standards) 
2L) demonstrates fluency in technology systems, uses technology to support instruction and enhance 
student learning, and designs learning experiences to develop student skills in the application of 
technology appropriate to the disciplines; 
2O) designs learning experiences and utilizes assistive technology and digital tools to provide access to 
general curricular content to individuals with disabilities; 
3E) understands the appropriate role of technology, including assistive technology, to address student 
needs, as well as how to incorporate contemporary tools and resources to maximize student learning; 
3N) accesses and uses a wide range of information and instructional technologies to enhance a student’s 
ongoing growth and achievement; 
5N) uses technology to accomplish differentiated instructional objectives that enhance learning for each 
student; 
5O) models and facilitates effective use of current and emerging digital tools to locate, analyze, evaluate, 
and use information resources to support research and learning; 
8M) uses digital tools and resources to promote collaborative interactions; 
9A) evaluates best practices and research-based materials against benchmarks within the disciplines; 
9M)  communicates relevant information and ideas effectively to students, parents or guardians, and peers, 
using a variety of technology and digital-age media and formats; 
9T) models and teaches safe, legal, and ethical use of digital information and technology, including respect 
for copyright, intellectual property, and the appropriate documentation of sources. 
 
Course Description 
This is an advanced methods course focused on integrating technology and new media into secondary 
English Language Arts Classrooms. With new state (Illinois State Board of Education), National 
(Common Core) and professional (National Council of Teachers of English) technology requirements, it is 
imperative that new teachers are able to engage students in a variety of new media projects in their 
classrooms. This course is designed to address issues of digital and media literacy, engage students in 
digital literacies, and allow students to design project-based, technology driven assignments for secondary 
classrooms. This course is designed to help future secondary ELA teachers better meet the new media 
needs of their students by engaging students in media literacy projects and professional scholarship around 
the topic. 
 
Required Texts 
Hobbs, Renee. Digital and Media Literacy: Connecting Culture and Classroom. 
Ohler, Jason. Digital Storytelling in the Classroom, 2nd edition. 
Rozema, Robert and Allen Webb. Literature and the Web. 
 
Required Young Adult Novels (You will read both, but create a website on one) 
Cronn-Mills, Kristin. Beautiful Music for Ugly Children. 
Rowell, Rainbow. Eleanor and Park. 
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Course Objectives 
This course is designed to help pre-service teachers meet the following goals: 

1. Add to their knowledge base about digital and media literacy. 
2. Define media literacy and apply it to classroom settings as well as unit and lesson plans. 
3. Develop skills to better understand, apply and teach variety of media and technology tools for 

professional use. 
4. Create opportunities for them to engage with new media and technology in ways that will 

improve their personal skills and understanding of digital learning. (NCTE Standard II, Element 
#1) 

5. Design project-based, technology driven experiences for secondary students. (NCTE Standard II, 
Element #3) 

6. Use their knowledge of theory, research, and practice in ELA to plan standards-based, coherent 
and relevant learning experiences utilizing various forms of media and instructional strategies that 
are motivating and accessible to all students, including English language learners, students with 
special needs, students from diverse language and learning backgrounds, those designated as high 
achieving, and those at risk of failure. (NCTE Standard III, Element #1) 

7. Use their knowledge of theory, research, and practice in ELA to plan standards-base coherent 
and relevant composing experiences that utilize individual and collaborative approaches and 
contemporary technologies and reflect an understanding of writing processes and strategies in 
different genres for a variety of purposes and audiences. (NCTE Standard IV, Element #1) 

8. Select, create, and use a variety of instructional strategies and teaching resources, including 
contemporary technologies and digital media, consistent with what is currently known about 
students learning in ELA. (NCTE Standard V, Element #4) 

 
Rules and Expectations 
Attendance 
Attendance at all classes is mandatory.  Missed classes cannot be made up.  I do not differentiate between 
“excused” and “unexcused” absences.  If you are not in class, you are absent.   Students with 
perfect attendance will raise their grade by a half letter (so a B will become a B+).  You will receive one (1) 
absence before points are deducted from your grade.  Absence two (2), will receive a half grade deduction 
from your final grade (so a B will become a B-).  Three (3) absences result in failure of the course (this is 
more than 2 weeks of missed class time).  
 
I would appreciate if you cannot attend class you email me ahead of time or as quickly as possible with an 
explanation.  You are then responsible for contacting a classmate to determine what you 
have missed.  Your absence will not allow your late work to be marked as “on time.”  
 
Tardies 
If you arrive more than 10 minutes late or leave more than 10 minutes early you will be 
marked absent.  Three (3) tardies will be counted as one absence; after the third tardy, each two tardies 
will count as an absence.  Tardies will count toward perfect attendance extra credit.  You cannot receive 
extra credit points if you are tardy. 
 
Coming Prepared 
If you do not bring the required books to class you will be asked to leave.  Class discussion is a major 
component to this course and materials and texts are needed in order to participate in discussion.  If it is 
evident that you have not read the texts/readings for the class, you may be asked to leave. It is not fair to 
fellow classmates if you are not prepared to discuss texts and assignments. 
 
Communication, Emails, and Phone Calls 
This course has a Wordpress site where course changes, and other communication will take place.  Please 
check it regularly to make sure that you are up to date on any changes.   
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I will also be using the app Remind to send out any course changes, class cancelations, reminders and 
other course-related information. You can sign up for texts from Remind a number of ways. You can 
enter the phone number 740-630-9489 and send the message @eng499, you can also download the app: 
rmd.me/a.	  Don’t have a smartphone? Just go to www.remind.com to sign in and get messages through 
email. Please note, you cannot respond to these texts. Signing up is optional, but if you use your phone a 
lot, it will probably be helpful. 
 
When emailing please be sure to include a subject line in your email (this could be the course name or 
something that alerts me to the nature of the email).  Also, include your name and course information in 
the email.  I will return emails sent Sunday afternoon through Friday morning within 24 hours.   I may 
return emails sent on the weekend within 24 hours, but do not expect your email sent Friday or Saturday 
night to be answered before Monday morning. 
 
If you call me, please state your name and number clearly so that I can return your call. 
 
Deadlines 
Deadlines are firm.  All assignments are due on time.  Late assignments will be downgraded at the rate of 
one grade per day.   
 
Assignments are due at the beginning of class.  You must turn in a hard copy of all papers.  I will not 
accept papers via email.  DO NOT come to class expecting to be able to print your paper.  Print you 
paper ahead of time. 
 
Assignments 
Students are expected to review the entire syllabus and become familiar with the course schedule, with 
weekly assignments, and with deadlines for papers and projects.  Ignorance is not an excuse.  If an 
assignment is not clear to you, e-mail me or bring it up in class. 
 
Community 
Students often report that they learn a lot from each other. Because the content of this class is not fixed 
but evolving and because students often bring new perspectives and experiences that enrich the content, 
students are expected to behave as members of a collaborative learning community, listening to and 
learning from each other as well as from me. 
 
Student Initiative and Participation 
Learning requires that the student meet the instructor half way. This course is designed to make the 
material as interesting as possible and to engage students in hands-on activities to promote active learning 
and student engagement. However, successful engagement requires students to approach the material and 
assignments with a positive attitude, an open mind and a desire to learn. I welcome your feedback and 
will be happy to hear any suggestions you have for improving the course. If you only want to do the 
minimum work necessary to get by, however, and are not interested in getting the most you can out of it, 
this course is probably not for you.  
 
Personal Responsibility 
This is a college class, and students are responsible for doing the work as assigned and striving to meet the 
content goals and reach the learning outcomes specified in the syllabus. You will have an opportunity to 
demonstrate what you have learned through your assignments and papers. If at any point you are unclear 
about the goals or expectations in this course, you should let me know. If you do not speak up, I will 
assume that you understand. 
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Writing Center 
The Writing Center is available to help you at any stage in your writing process.  Please feel free to talk 
with a tutor about larger issues such as organization and clarity or getting help with grammatical 
problems or other surface level concerns.  The University Writing Center is located in Simpkins Hall 341.  
Call 298-2815 for an appointment. 
 
Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) 
In accordance with University policy and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), academic 
accommodations may be made for any student who notifies me of the need for an accommodation.  For 
me to provide the proper accommodation(s), you must obtain the documentation of the need for an 
accommodation through Disability Support Services and provide it to me.  It is imperative that you take 
the initiative to bring such needs to my attention, as I am not legally permitted to inquire about such 
particular needs.  Students who may require special assistance in emergency evacuations (i.e. fire, tornado, 
etc.) should contact me as to the most appropriate procedures to follow in such an emergency. Contact 
Disability Support Services at 298-2512 for additional service. 
 
Cell Phones 
Please turn off all cell phones while you are in class.  If you cannot go the class period without texting then 
you must leave class and take an absence for the period.  There is no reason you would need to text 
during class that cannot wait until the class period is over.  (Exceptions will be made if we use cell phones 
during class assignmentsJ) 
 
WIU Student Rights and Responsibilities 
WIU Student Rights and Responsibilities are outlined on the web at 
http://www.wiu.edu/provost/students.  You should be familiar with both your rights and responsibilities.   
 
Academic Integrity Policy 
Please be aware of WIU’s academic integrity policy found at 
http://www.wiu.edu/policies/acintegrity.php.  Any violation of this policy will result in immediate failure 
of the course. 
 
Course Requirements and Grades 
Grading 
You should look at the evaluation criteria before you complete an assignment to understand what I am 
expecting from you. You can also review the criteria after you receive your grade if you are unsure why 
you received the grade you did. 
 
Assignments 
Digital Lesson Plan Critiques                         10% 
Digital Storytelling Project                                    20% 
Microteaching and Unit Plan                         15% 
Microteaching Commentary              5% 
Group Young Adult Novel Unit Website Project                                               25% 
Novel Unit Presentation and Micro Lesson                         10% 
Wordpress Participation              10% 
Final Exam                 5% 
 
I will calculate final grades as follows: 
 
A:  93-100%     B :  83-86%  C :  73-76%   D: 63-66% 
A-: 90-92%   B- : 80-82%            C- : 70-72% 
B+: 87-89%     C+ :77-79%  D+: 67-69%  
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**Please note that, “In accordance with Illinois State Board of Education certification rules, all candidates 
seeking teacher certification are required by Western Illinois University to obtain a grade of “C” or better 
in all directed general education courses, all core courses, and all courses in the option.  Note: A “C- ” is 
below a “C”.”** 
 
Papers and Assignments 
 

1.   Digital Lesson Plan Critique: You will write two formal 2-3 page critiques of digital lesson 
plans. Lesson Plans can be found on the course Wordpress site and will be assigned to you. You 
are to read all Lesson Plans, but only critique the ones assigned to you. You will share your 
critiques with the class during group discussions. (IPTS 3E, 9A) 

2.     Digital Storytelling Project: You will create your own 5-7 minute digital storytelling piece 
using a variety of different multimedia genres and texts. In addition to your finished product you 
will be responsible for a story map, storyboard, composition for voice-over narrative, and a fact-
checking/copyright log. You will be evaluated on Lambert’s (2002) seven elements of digital 
storytelling: point of view, dramatic question, emotional content, economy, pacing, the gift of 
voice, and soundtrack. You will also present one lesson based on teaching a digital storytelling 
unit or having your students create a digital story as part of a larger unit. (IPTS 5O, 9T) 

3.    Microteaching and Unit Plan: You will each create a short three-day unit that should engage 
technology, have specific goals, tasks, and outcomes, and address task or skills assessment (this can 
be formal or informal). You will write a narrative on the unit following the guide of those you 
read in the Christel and Sulivan pieces. You will present a section of this unit to teach the larger 
group. (IPTS 2L) 

4.   Microteaching Commentary: Your microteaching experience will be recorded. Using the 
commentary from the edTPA as a guide, you will respond to your video in a narrative. (IPTS 
2L) 

5.   Group young adult novel unit website: For your group’s YAN you will complete a website 
that includes the following: personal response, theme planning, character studies, quote collection, 
a review of resources, an author study, a literary classic connection, an artistic connection, a 
nonfiction connection, popular culture links, historical or current event links, reading journal 
prompts, literary elements activities, and digital booktalks. Each section of your project should be 
created to be useful for your future classroom. (IPTS 2O, 3N, 5N) 

6.    Novel website presentation: Your group will also complete a longer presentation on your 
novel website. The presentation will be 50-60 minutes, should address all areas of the website, be 
interactive (i.e. include micro lesson) and each group member should actively participate in the 
presentation. (IPTS 2L) 

7.   Wordpress Participation: Throughout the semester you will be required to participate in 
online discussions on our course Wordpress site. You will create posts and respond to your peers’ 
work. Participation should occur on a weekly basis. (IPTS 2L, 3N, 5N, 5O) 


