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PREPARING FOR THE edTPA 
 
This assignment is made up of a number of different elements that will help prepare you for 
completing the edTPA. I have broken down the assignment to address elements of Task 1 and 
Task 2 of the edTPA. 
 
TASK ONE: Planning for Instruction and Assessment: Due October 1 or 8 
For Task 1 you must prepare a learning segment of 3 to 5 lessons, identifying a central focus. 
“The central focus should support students to comprehend, construct meaning from, and interpret complex text, to 
create a written product, interpreting or responding to a text” (edTPA). edTPA asks you to: 
 

1. Select one class as a focus for this assessment. 
2. Provide relevant context information. 
3. Write and submit a lesson plan for each lesson in the learning segment.  
4. Select and submit key instructional materials needed to understand what you and the 

students will be doing. 
5. Submit copies or directions for all planned assessments from the learning segments. 
6. Respond to commentary prompts. 

 
What this means for you is that you will create 3 days of lesson plans as well as materials for the 
lesson plans (handouts, assessments, teaching tools, etc). You will turn in your lesson plans, 
materials, and a planning commentary.  
 
Planning Commentary 
The following prompts are taken directly from Task 1 of the edTPA.  You will respond to them, 
in detail, using your lesson plans, materials and the school at which you are choosing to “teach” 
your lesson plan. Your entire commentary can be no longer than 2 ½ single-spaced pages, 
including prompts. 
 
1. Central Focus  

a. Describe the central focus and purpose for the content you will teach in this learning 
segment.  

 
d. Explain how your plans build on each other to help students make connections 
between textual references, constructions of meaning, interpretations, and responses to a 
text to deepen their learning of English-Language Arts.  

 
2. Knowledge of Students to Inform Teaching  
For each of the prompts below (2a–b), describe what you know about your students with respect 
to the central focus of the learning segment.  
 
Consider the variety of learners in your class who may require different strategies/support (e.g., students with IEPs, 
English language learners, struggling readers, underperforming students or those with gaps in academic knowledge, 
and/or gifted students).  
 

a. Prior academic learning and prerequisite skills related to the central focus—What do 
students know, what can they do, and what are they learning to do?  
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b. Personal/cultural/community assets related to the central focus—What do you know 
about your students’ everyday experiences, cultural backgrounds and practices, and 
interests? 

 
TASK TWO: Instructing and Engaging Students in Learning 
For this task, you will participate in the process of Microteaching. Microteaching is an experience 
that allows you to teach a short lesson to your peers as a way to practice teaching techniques to a 
small group and receive developed and focused feedback. You will prepare a short (20 
minute) activity on some aspect of digital storytelling and teach it to your 
classmates who will provide suggestions and feedback. Your microteaching should be a 
complete instructional segment that is oral, visual, and participatory. Because you are all creating 
microteaching segments around digital storytelling, you can assume that your classmates have 
some knowledge of digital storytelling and the digital storytelling process, but your lesson must be 
focused on an objective that “students” can complete without doing additional work or reading. 
 
In order to complete the microteaching, you need to make sure you 
 

1. Select a 20-minute segment from your lesson plans that focuses on an element of digital 
storytelling. As you read Ohler, choose an aspect that interests you and which would fit 
well in a smaller time frame. 

2. Provide a very brief introduction to the lesson. Most of your time should be spent 
teaching your lesson. Your materials should provide background information (course, 
unit length, grade level, etc) and context. 

3. Include all materials you would use for teaching (handouts, visuals, technology, etc) in 
your lesson. 

4. Teach as if your peers are actual students. 
5. Record your segments digitally so you can analyze your teaching. 
6. Provide copies of your lesson plans and any materials for your classmates and for me. (So, 

you will need 7 copies total.) 
 
One person will “teach” their lesson while classmates serve two roles: student and colleague. As a 
student you will actively take part in the lesson. As a colleague, after the lesson you will provide 
constructive feedback, remembering that constructive feedback is descriptive, not evaluative. By 
describing your reaction, your peer can either accept or reject the feedback and does not feel 
personally attacked. Constructive feedback should also be specific and not general so peers can 
use it to make revisions to their lessons. 
 
MICTROTEACHING PROCEDURES: Due October 1 or 8 

1. A teacher will present a microteaching segment (20 min). 
2. Record the segment, making sure to get the teacher and students when at all possible.  
3. After the microteaching is complete, students will now turn into colleagues. As colleagues, 

you will give constructive feedback using the following format 
a. Describe what you saw without making judgments about the quality of the lesson. 

What did you notice? Use phrases such as “I noticed you did a nice job of …” or 
“I noticed you didn’t spend a great deal of time describing…” 
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b. State what questions the experience triggered for you. Use phases such as “I 
wonder if you reorganized the lesson to start…” or “I wonder how it would feel to 
end with…” 

c. Speculate about the lesson plans. Use phrases such as “I speculate that students 
learned…” or “I speculate that students will be better able to…” 

This should not be a short process. You should spend time as colleagues really thinking 
about the microteaching experience and the lesson plans and give constructive feedback 
(15 to 20 minutes). 
4. Colleagues should then complete a “two pluses and wish” note based on the following 

criteria, turning it into the teacher immediately after the lesson.  
Instruction: Think about the lesson design and approach, articulation of the 
objectives, innovative techniques, knowledge of subject matter, planning, evidence of 
student understanding, evidence of closure. 
Learning Environment:  Rapport with students, student engagement, student 
encouragement and praise, interaction with students. 
Organization: material presented in a clear, logical manner. Clear introduction, 
smooth transitions, distinction between topics, summaries and clear outlines. 
Stimulus Variation: Varying patterns of instruction, movement around the 
classroom, gestures, voice level, drawing attention to important points. 
Visual Aids: Use of technology. 
Professionalism: Preparation, composure, response to students, creativity. 
Lesson Connections for Students: How did you know there was learning? What 
did the students learn? What experiences were created for students? 

5. After the lesson, teachers will read colleagues’ feedback, watch their video, and go over 
their own notes, using them to complete a video commentary. 

 
Video Commentary: Due October 15 
edTPA requires you to select two 10-minute video clips that “demonstrate how you interact with 
students in a positive learning environment to develop their ability to construct meaning, 
interpret, and respond to a complex text.” One of your clips will demonstrate how you engage 
students in responding to a text and the other clip will show the interactions between you and at 
least three students during the discussion, showing how you “support their abilities to interpret 
the text.” The goal of this assignment is to help you practice writing up your commentary. You 
will do this by focusing on and responding to the following prompts. Your commentary should be 
no longer than three single-spaced pages, including prompts.  
 
2. Promoting a Positive Learning Environment 
 Refer to scenes in the video clips where you provided a positive learning environment. 

a. How did you demonstrate mutual respect for, rapport with, and responsiveness to 
students with varied needs and backgrounds, and challenge students to engage in 
learning? 

 
3. Engaging Students in Learning 
 Refer to examples from the video clips in your responses to the prompts. 

b. Describe how your instruction linked students’ prior academic learning and personal, 
cultural, and community assets with ne learning. 
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5. Analyzing Teaching 

Refer to examples from the clips in your responses to the prompts. 
a. What changes would you make to your instruction—for the whole class and/or for 

students who need greater support or challenge—to better support student learning of 
the central focus (e.g., missed opportunities)? 
 
Consider the variety of learners in your class who may require different strategies/support (such as 
students with IEPs or 504 plans, English language learners, struggling readers, underperforming 
students or those with gaps in academic knowledge, and/or gifted students). 
 

b. Why do you think these changes would improve student learning? Support your 
explanation with evidence of student learning AND principles from theory and/or 
research. 

 
Strong commentaries will include specific, detailed examples from your video as evidence, 
answer all aspects of the prompt, and be well proofread with minimal errors in grammar and 
conventions.  
 
 
DUE DATES 
 
Students teaching on October 1: 

Planning Commentary due October 1 
Draft of lesson plans and teaching materials due October 1 
Final version of lesson plans and materials due October 15 
Instructing Commentary due October 15 

 
 
Students teaching on October 8: 

Planning Commentary due October 8 
Draft of lesson plans and teaching materials due October 8 
Final version of lesson plans and materials due October 15 
Instructing Commentary due October 15 

 


